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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Moghadam et 
al. (US 5,913,088). 

[claim 1] 

Regarding claim 1 , Moghadam discloses a method of storing images comprising: 
providing an image capturing apparatus (figure 1); inserting a non-volatile memory 
medium into the image capturing apparatus, the non-volatile memory medium being 
suitable for storing image data (figure 1 , item 16; c. 2, II. 44-47); and writing a program 
(i.e. an applet) onto the non-volatile memory medium, wherein the program is capable 
of being executed without specific user initiative when the non-volatile memory medium 
is coupled to a computer to access image data stored in the non-volatile memory 
medium (c. 2, II. 40-54; c. 3, II. 43-61). The examiner notes that executable code as 
described by Moghadam is "capable of being executed without specific user initiative. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Moghadam et al. (US 5,913,088) in view of Anderson et al. (US 6,567,122). 
[claim 4] 

Regarding claim 4, Moghadam discloses all limitations except for an image 
capturing apparatus which is a digital camera and a non-volatile memory medium which 
is a flash card. 

Anderson discloses a digital camera (figure 1) which stores images on a flash 
card (figure 3, item 354; c. 7, II. 1-13). Anderson further discloses that since digital 
cameras have no "film" for storing images there is no incremental cost associated with 
taking and storing additional pictures (c. 1, II. 47-57). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a 
digital camera as taught by Anderson in place of the film camera of Moghadam to 
create an imaging system with no incremental costs associated with taking and storing 
additional pictures (c. 1, II. 47-57). 

5. Claims 5-7, 10, 11, 13-17 and 19-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Moghadam et al. (US 5,913,088) in view of Anderson et al. (US 
6,567,122) as applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of Yamamoto (EP 0946046). 
[claim 5] 
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Regarding claim 5, Moghadam in view of Anderson discloses a method 
comprising: storing a digital image into a flash card (Anderson; c. 7, 11. 1-13); providing a 
computer to access the stored digital image (Moghadam; figure 3, item 60); coupling the 
flash card to the computer (Moghadam; c. 3, II. 43-47; the examiner notes that 
Moghadam discloses transferring the images to the computer system for processing, 
such an operation must also take place to transfer the images stored in the flash card of 
Anderson to the computer of Moghadam under the combination); and accessing the 
digital images stored in the flash card using the computer (Moghadam; c. 43-61; i.e. 
processing the images using the applet). However, Moghadam in view of Anderson 
does not specifically disclose executing the applet program without specific user 
initiative. 

Yamamoto discloses an image processing apparatus where data and processing 
instructions (i.e. a startup program) are transferred to a processing system and the 
processing instructions are carried out without requiring and interactive operation 
between the user and the processing system (e.g. paragraph 0080). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to include processing instructions as taught by Yamamoto to automatically execute the 
applet of Moghadam in view of Anderson as taught by Yamamoto to carryout 
processing without directly performing an interactive operation between the user or 
"client" and the processing system, 
[claim 6] 
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Regarding claim 6, Moghadam discloses downloading applets to the PC to 
process the image or "activating a browser installed in the computer according to 
instructions of the executed program and creating a communication link to a website 
having access to an application software, the application software being suitable for 
accessing the digital image stored in the flash card" (c. 3, II. 51-57). 
[claim 7] 

Regarding claim 7, Moghadam discloses downloading application software and 
accessing stored image data with the downloaded application software to process the 
image or "downloading the application software before accessing the digital image 
stored in the flash card" (c. 3, II. 43-61). 
[claim 10] 

Regarding claim 10, Anderson discloses coupling the flash card to remote 
computer systems through the use of the digital camera (i.e. running a website on the 
digital camera; abstract), 
[claim 11] 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Moghadam in view of Anderson in view of Yamamoto does 
not disclose coupling the flash card to the computer via flash card reader. However, 
Official Notice is taken that it is notoriously well known in the art to provide a computer 
with a flash card reader to access digital image data stored on a flash card by digital 
cameras. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include a flash card reader for coupling the flash card to 
the computer system of Moghadam in view of Anderson in view of Yamamoto to allow 
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the computer to directly access the contents of the memory card, 
[claim 13] 

Regarding claim 13, Moghadam discloses a method of accessing images 
comprising: providing a camera have applet programs for accessing image data (figure 
1); inserting a memory card into the camera (figure 1, item 16; c. 2, I. 44-47); storing the 
captured image on the memory card (i.e. film; figure 1, item 16); coupling the memory 
card to a computer suitable for accessing the stored image (figure 3, item 60) wherein 
the applet program accesses the stored image (i.e. processing the image; c. 3, II. 43- 
61). However Moghadam does not disclose a camera which is a digital camera and a 
memory card which is a flash card. 

Anderson discloses a digital camera (figure 1) which stores images on a flash 
card (figure 3, item 354; c. 7, 11. 1-13). Anderson further discloses that since digital 
cameras have no "film" for storing images there is no incremental cost associated with 
taking and storing additional pictures (c. 1, II. 47-57). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a 
digital camera as taught by Anderson in place of the film camera of Moghadam to 
create an imaging system with no incremental costs associated with taking and storing 
additional pictures (c. 1, II. 47-57). However, Moghadam in view of Anderson further 
does not specifically disclose executing the applet program without specific user 
initiative. 

Yamamoto discloses an image processing apparatus where data and processing 
instructions (i.e. a startup program) are transferred to a processing system and the 
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processing instructions are carried out without requiring and interactive operation 
between the user and the processing system (e.g. paragraph 0080). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to include processing instructions as taught by Yamamoto to automatically execute the 
applet of Moghadam in view of Anderson as taught by Yamamoto to carryout 
processing without directly performing an interactive operation between the user or 
"client" and the processing system, 
[claim 14] 

Regarding claim 14, Anderson discloses coupling the flash card to remote 
computer systems through the use of the digital camera (i.e. running a website on the 
digital camera; abstract), 
[claim 15] 

Regarding claim 15, Moghadam discloses downloading the application software 
or "installing" the application software in the computer (c. 3, II. 43-61). 
[claim 16] 

Regarding claim 16, Moghadam discloses application software which is available 
at a remote location from the computer (c. 3, 11. 51-55). 
[claim 17] 

Regarding claim 17, Moghadam discloses downloading the application software 
to the computer to activate the application software (c. 3, II. 51-55). 
[claim 19] 
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Regarding claim 19, Moghadam discloses a start-up program which includes the 
application software (c. 3, II. 47-51). 
[claim 20] 

Regarding claim 20, Moghadam discloses a method of accessing images 
comprising: providing a camera have applet programs for accessing image data (figure 
1); inserting a memory card into the camera (figure 1, item 16; c. 2, I. 44-47); storing the 
captured image on the memory card (i.e. film; figure 1, item 16); coupling the memory 
card to a computer suitable for accessing the stored image (figure 3, item 60), creating 
a communication link with the website using the communication address stored in the 
program; downloading the application software to the computer; and executing the 
application software to access the image stored in the flash card (i.e. processing the 
image; c. 3, II. 43-61). However Moghadam does not disclose a camera which is a 
digital camera and a memory card which is a flash card. 

Anderson discloses a digital camera (figure 1) which stores images on a flash 
card (figure 3, item 354; c. 7, II. 1-13). Anderson further discloses that since digital 
cameras have no "film" for storing images there is no incremental cost associated with 
taking and storing additional pictures (c. 1, II. 47-57). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a 
digital camera as taught by Anderson in place of the film camera of Moghadam to 
create an imaging system with no incremental costs associated with taking and storing 
additional pictures (c. 1, 11. 47-57). However, Moghadam in view of Anderson further 
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does not specifically disclose executing the applet program without specific user 
initiative. 

Yamamoto discloses an image processing apparatus where data and processing 
instructions (i.e. a startup program) are transferred to a processing system and the 
processing instructions are carried out without requiring and interactive operation 
between the user and the processing system (e.g. paragraph 0080). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to include processing instructipns as taught by Yamamoto to automatically execute the 
applet of Moghadam in view of Anderson as taught by Yamamoto to carryout 
processing without directly performing an interactive operation between the user or 
"client" and the processing system, 
[claim 21] 

Regarding claim 22, Moghadam discloses a camera comprising an imaging 
device to convert reflected light into image data (figure 1, item 16) and a non-volatile 
memory having an applet or "program" including a communication address of a website 
having an application software that is operable to access the image data and creating a 
communication link to the website to be created (c. 3, II. 43-61 ). However Moghadam 
does not disclose a camera which is a digital camera, a processor coupled to the 
imaging device to process the image data and a memory medium coupled to the 
processor to store the processed image data. 

Anderson discloses a digital camera (figure 1) which includes a processor for 
processing image data (figure 2, item 228) and which stores the processed images on a 
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flash card (figure 3, item 354; c. 7, II. 1-13). Anderson further discloses that since digital 
cameras have no "film" for storing images there is no incremental cost associated with 
taking and storing additional pictures (c. 1, II. 47-57). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a 
digital camera as taught by Anderson in place of the film camera of Moghadam to 
create an imaging system with no incremental costs associated with taking and storing 
additional pictures (c. 1 , II. 47-57). However, Moghadam in view of Anderson further 
does not specifically disclose executing the applet program without specific user 
initiative. 

Yamamoto discloses an image processing apparatus where data and processing 
instructions (i.e. a startup program) are transferred to a processing system and the 
processing instructions are carried out without requiring and interactive operation 
between the user and the processing system (e.g. paragraph 0080). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to include processing instructions as taught by Yamamoto to automatically execute the 
applet of Moghadam in view of Anderson as taught by Yamamoto to carryout 
processing without directly performing an interactive operation between the user or 
"client" and the processing system, 
[claim 22] 

Regarding claim 22, see claim 21 . 
[claim 23] 
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Regarding claim 23, Moghadam discloses a memory having an applet program 
including a communication address of a website having an application software that is 
operable to access data stored in the memory (figure 1, item 16; c. 3, II. 43-61). 
However, Moghadam does not disclose a memory which is flash card. 

Anderson discloses a digital camera (figure 1) which stores images on a flash 
card (figure 3, item 354; c. 7, II. 1-13). Anderson further discloses that since digital 
cameras have no "film" for storing images there is no incremental cost associated with 
taking and storing additional pictures (c. 1, II. 47-57). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use a 
digital camera as taught by Anderson in place of the film camera of Moghadam to 
create an imaging system with no incremental costs associated with taking and storing 
additional pictures on a flash memory card instead of on film (c. 1 , II. 47-57). However, 
Moghadam in view of Anderson further does not specifically disclose executing the 
applet program without specific user initiative. 

Yamamoto discloses an image processing apparatus where data and processing 
instructions (i.e. a startup program) are transferred to a processing system and the 
processing instructions are carried out without requiring and interactive operation 
between the user and the processing system (e.g. paragraph 0080). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to include processing instructions as taught by Yamamoto to automatically execute the 
applet of Moghadam in view of Anderson to carryout processing without directly 
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performing an interactive operation between the user or "client" and the processing 
system. 

6. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Moghadam et al. (US 5,913,088). 

[claim 12] 

Regarding claim 12, Moghadam does not specifically disclose storing program 
data in read only memory and instead stores the program data in memory card 40. 
However, Official Notice is taken that it is notoriously well known in the art to store 
camera data in read only memory to avoid accidentally deleting the data. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to include a read only memory and to store the program data in the read only 
memory to avoid accidentally deleting the program data. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 2, 3, 8, 9 and 1 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

[claim 2] 

Regarding claim 2, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a method 
claimed in claim 1 further comprising determining whether the inserted non-volatile 
memory medium has the program, wherein the program Is written if it is determined that 
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the memory medium does not have the program, 
[claim 3] 

Regarding claim 3, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a method 
claimed in claim 1 further comprising formatting the memory medium to make it suitable 
for storing image data, wherein the program is written onto the memory medium at the 
time the memory medium is being formatted, 
[claims 8 and18] 

Regarding claim 8 and 18, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest remotely 
accessing application software without downloading the application software to access 
digital images stored in a flash card by the methods claim in claims 6 and 16 
respectively, 
[claim 9] 

Regarding claim 9, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest providing the 
user with an option of downloading the application software or accessing the application 
software remotely to access the digital image stored in the flash card by the method of 
claim 6. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following further shows the current state of the art in memory 
cards containing control programs: 

i. Sarbadhikari et al. US 5,477,264 
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II. 



Fukuoka 



US 6,104,430 



III. 



Shih et al. 



US 6,405,362 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R. Garber can be reached on (571) 272-7308. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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